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closely watched, and the initial dose should be quite small. The remedy 
must be cautiously used if unpleasant results are to be avoided. Many cases 
are of such a nature that the use of an inhaler is a physical impossibility, 
solely from the lack of strength to properly use it. It is believed that the 
amount that can be introduced into the system by this method is quite small. 
Undoubtedly, in cases where there is an irritable or inflamed condition of the 
mucous membrane of the pharynx and larynx, inhalations of hot vapor, 
laden with chloroform or some sedative drug, will prove to be the means of 
securing comfort and ease; but when one is confronted with the theory that 
the inhalation of warm antiseptic solutions is sufficient to arrest a process of 
decay or breaking down of lung tissue, or that the mere presence of a vapor 
more or less heavily laden with an antiseptic is going to disturb the business 
habits of the bacillus tuberculosis, he thinks that he may be pardoned for 
confessing to a small degree of skepticism. It is doubtful whether creosote 
administered by inhalation possesses any real advantage, or any advantage 
at all, over the other means of administering it as commonly practised to¬ 
day .—Die American Therapist, 1893, No. 4, p. 111. 

Lavage of the Digestive Canal. 

Du. Antoine de Geneesich has proposed the name diaclysm as a term 
for lavage of the digestive canal when it is intended that the entire canal 
shall be washed out. The fluid introduced into the rectum will ascend until 
the colon is filled; then with increasing pressure the small intestine, and 
later the stomach, will receive the fluid. The amount necessary is seven 
quarts or less before copious vomiting appears, and if the irrigation is con¬ 
tinued the fluid entering the rectum is rejected, and tills will cease only 
when the irrigation is stopped, when the current will be forcibly carried 
downward. In this manner we can cause ten or more quarts of fluid to flow 
from below upward without injury to the patient, although this procedure is 
not likely to pass for an agreeable pastime. By this method it is possible to 
entirely free the alimentary tract of any materia peccant, unless the patient 
be suffering from disease of the heart, arterial sclerosis, advanced pulmonary 
disease, or from some other general or local condition which may be a contra¬ 
indication. A solution of tannin, 1 to 2 per cent, made in boiling water and 
cooled to 98.6° or 100° F., is introduced, under the pressure of thirty-one to 
thirty-nine inches, into the rectum of a patient suffering from cholera, and 
the anus closed about the tube. The fluid is slowly introduced, and after 
five or six quarts have entered vomiting commences; and in the vomited 
water the presence of tannin is shown by the perchloride of iron test. After 
from seven to fifteen or more quarts have passed, the tube is removed, and 
the return current sets in, leaving behind only two or three quarts. The 
patient weak, cold, and asphyctic, already during the operation warms up, 
commences to perspire; the pulse is Btrong, and he becomes better, perhaps 
even he may be considered as rescued. The acid used in the irrigation is 
not considered to be of importance, the physiological salt, or any other 
solution which is not poisonous, would do as well. Tannin is, however, 
recommended because it has already been adopted by Cantani in the practice 
of enteroclysm, and serves not only as a disinfectant, but also as a styptic. 
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It is believed that not only does this method promise success in the treatment 
of cholera, but also in other intestinal poisonings and infections, acute or 
chronic, and in other diseases of the digestive canal. While an excessive 
pressure might cause perforation of the intestine in typhoid fever, tubercu¬ 
losis, or intestinal gangrene, these conditions only demand that the flushing 
be done at the least possible pressure.—in Progrit Medical, 1893, No. 38, 
p. 201; and Wiener medieinicchr. Preae, 1893, No. 39, S. 1517. 

M. Jules Daitriac, under the heading of “ Total and Antiseptic Irrigation 
of the Digestive Tube," reports various experiments which had been conducted 
in order to ascertain the practicability and safety of this procedure. In a 
dog which had suffered from a very profuse diarrhtea, a lavage of a lactic 
acid solution of 1 per cent, resulted in cure. It was easy to mate fluid escape 
by the month, and in this case seven quarts were used. In the obstinate 
.ltd diarrhtens so often found in idiots the lactic acid solution has resulted 
in cure, one lavage only being necessary (eleven cases). In some the diar- 
rhoea reappeared after some time, but yielded to a new antiseptic irrigation. 
With a solution of creolin be has obtained equally good results. In five new- 
born infants suffering from green diarrhtea, one irrigation only of lactic acid 
has been sufficient for stopping it. In typhoid fever creolin has been used; 
the stools became less frequent, of more consistency, and lost their ftetid odor; 
the tongue again became moist and normal, and the general condition almost 
at once improved. The headache was lessened, the appetite returned, and 
the fever fell to about normal; the duralion of the disease was lessened. In 
two instances of catarrhal icterus, simple cold water in one, in the other 
Vichy was employed, with the result of a rapid and real cure. In one case 
where the cause of the emaciation and diarrhcea was not determined, lavage 
produced a complete tamia, and the symptoms forthwith disappeared. This 
method can be used before surgical operations, or when certain purgation is 
necessary, as in intestinal obstruction .—Le Progrls Medical, 1893, No. 39, 


The Therapeutic Action op Maeakin. 

Dr. A. JAiiUET reports concerning this new remedy, which may be called 
salicylphenetidin in that it is produced from phenetidin and salicylaldehyde 
with the withdrawal of water. The name is derived from ualaKhe, mild, and it 
is found in small, transparent-yellow, fine needles. It is insoluble in water, 
with difficulty in cold, but rather soluble in hot alcohol. Experiments on 
animals (rabbits) prove that it is without influence upon the respiration or 
circulation, yet reduces temperature. The dose is fifteen grains, rarely onc- 
half of that quantity, best administered in wafers. Sometimes after ingestion 
a peculiar od or is noticed (salicylaldehyde). In fourteen cases of acute articu¬ 
lar rheumatism, a rapid and powerfui.effect was produced, four to six doses 
pro rffebeingrequired. Occasionally perspiration is produced, but the unto¬ 
ward effects of the salicylic acid preparations have not been noticed. As an 
antipyretic it has an unmistakable action. In contrast to the rapid and ener¬ 
getic antipyretic effect of antipyrin and phenacetin is the slow and gradual 
effect of malakin, which does not give rise to collapse or chilly sensations. 
These observations were upon forty-eight cases (typhoid, croupous pneumonia, 
tuberculosis, erysipelas, and scarlatina). As an anti-neuralgic, twelve cases 
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are reported. In these cases the action is slow, so that for speedy relief other 
remedies must be resorted to. It can be stated, however, that it can be 
administered for neuralgias and habitual headaches for a long time without 
injury to the stomach. —CorrapondenzblaU fur Schtveizer Aerde, 1893, No. 18, 
S. 609. 


The Treatment of Diarruiea. 

Dr. Alois Pick believes that opium plays a great rOle in the treatment 
Next come the bismuth preparations, and especially the salicylate, at first 
in large doses in order that the powder may form a protective coating to the 
alimentary canal. In stomach disturbances, alum can be used with advan¬ 
tage. Tannin is seldom employed on account of its disordering the stomach. 
Sometimes the iron preparations are useful. The use of Glauber salts, as 
recommended by Trousseau, may be begun by the use of two and one-half¬ 
drachm doses, dissolved in water, and continued for one or two weeks in one- 
half the dose. In many chronic cases a preliminary emptying of the bowels, 
followed by styptic treatment, is necessary. In diarrhoea secondary to con¬ 
stipation, to strengthen the intestinal muscles, massage, electricity, and cold- 
water cures may be indicated. In nervous diarrhoea (of women), the electri¬ 
cal treatment with galvanism, or a strong faradic current, is valuable in 
diminishing the increased excitability of the intestines.— Cenlralblafl fur die 
gesammle Therapic, 1893, Heft 24, S. 578. 

The Absorption of Salicylic Acid by the Skin. 

Dr. Bourget reports nineteen cases of inflammatory rheumatism treated 
exclusively by external use of salicylic acid, and he concludes that it is 
absorbed in a sufficiently large quantity from the skin for a rapid and perhaps 
for a more rapid cure than when given by the mouth. It suppresses the 
pain with surprising rapidity, diminishes the swelling, and the fever gradu¬ 
ally falls. The ointment containing the drug is applied over the circum¬ 
ference of the affected joints, and the limb is covered with a flannel bandage. 
The urine for the twenty-four hours was carefully collected and examined 
to determine the presence of the remedy. The following conclusions are 
presented: 1. The absorption of the salicylic acid by the skin is rapid and 
marked. The skin of the young absorbs better than that of old subjects, of 
blondes better than brunettes. 2. The rapidity and intensity of absorption 
depends upon the vehicle in which it is dissolved. Fatty bodies are the only 
ones which allow the greatest penetration, while with vaselin or glycerin 
it is absent or slight. 3. The treatment of acute articular rheumatism with 
a terebinth!nated salicylic ointment is strongly recommended. 4. This oint¬ 
ment is less efficacious‘in other forms of rheumatism, but it may be of assist¬ 
ance in the treatment of these affections by massage. 5. It has no value in 
gonorrhoeal rheumatism. The formula recommended is: Salicylic acid, 
essence of turpentine and lanolin, of each ten parts, of lard one hundred 
parts. The amount of salicylic acid which is eliminated by way of the urine 
in twenty-four hours varies from three to nine grains.— Revue Medicate de la 
Suisse Roman.de, 1893, No. 9, p. 567. 
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Salipyrin in Amenobbhcea. 

Dr. Horatio R. Bigelow reporta an instance where, after two fifteen- 
grain doses with an interval of two hours, a facial neuralgia disappeared and 
menstruation waa established. Zurhelle has found that this remedy is more 
efficient than ergot, hut points out that it is contra-indicated in certain 
pathological changes of the uterus. Many neuralgic women are deficient 
menstruators and menstruate painfully. In administering to the diseased 
nervous centres, or to an impaired circulation, you restore the monthly 
function to normal. Too much blood, unhealthy blood, anmmia, predispose 
to neuralgia, and disturb the menstrual function. A rheumatic, neuralgic 
gouty, or malarious individual never performs these functions satisfactorily. 
The uterus is quite rarely at fault; the impaired nerve nutrition must be 
attended to. For the same reason that salipyrin will cure neuralgia, it will 
also cure amenorrhcea; it addresses itself to nutrition. The treatment by 
salipyrin was continued for two weeks, in the same dose, given three times 
daily. The sleep was undisturbed, appetite was improved, and the relief of 
both amenorrhcea and the neuralgia was complete .—Notes on New Remedies 
1893, No. 5, p. 66. 

The Sedative Action of Duboisine in Continued Doses in 
Insanity. 

Dr. E. Marandon de Montyel, in his service at Ville-Evraud, has 
administered this remedy as a sedative in continued doses during the day to 
thirty-five patients. The results have been marvellous, and in cases of 
agitation it often changes violent excitement into a perfect tranquillity. 
Unlike hyoscine, it does not paralyze the voluntary muscles, nor does it, like 
somnal, narcotize the patient. Its action is not immediate, for it may not be 
complete until the second, sometimes until the third day. When its effect 
has been obtained it persists quite regularly, so that ordinarily the patients 
do not experience regularly good and bad days. Further, it frequently 
happens that the improvement may continue for several days after the cessa¬ 
tion of the medicine, and a period of calm, more or less prolonged, may be 
established. An important fact in its administration is, that when once a 
tolerance is established the patients ordinarily fail to be influenced by the 
drug, no matter how large the dose, and the marvellous sedation of the first 
days cannot again be obtained. The dose employed has been from one-thirty- 
second to one-sixth of a grain, in two equal portions at nine in the morning 
and at three in the afternoon, the patients receiving their food at seven and 
eleven in the morning and at five in the afternoon. The remedy appears to 
have an unfavorable action upon nutrition .—Archives de Neurologie, 1893 
No. 79, p. 211. 


The Action of Trional. 

Dr. Oscar Collatz reports the result of the use of this drug as a hypnotic 
in sixty-six; cases of Insanity, generally in fifteen- to thirty-grain doses. It 
does not interfere with either the circulation nor the respiration, and the 
digestion is not impaired. Albumin is not found in the urine, nor are blood- 



